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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Please enter the following Preliminary Amendment for the above-identified patent 
application which is a divisional of Ser. No. 09/467,536, filed December 20, 1999, and claims 
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/1 13,130, December 21, 1998. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at 1:4 with the following rewritten paragraph: 


CKO U$>§ioJHai Ziw$ xs a PP^ cat ^ on i s a divisional of Ser. No. 09/467,536, filed December 20, 
1 999, p on d ing, wnicm claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/1 13,130, 
filed December 21, 1998, abandoned, the entire disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by 
reference in their entirety for all purposes. — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at 11:17 with the following rewritten paragraph: 


— Figures 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4D illustrate altered specificity patterns relative to WT 
as the level of negative charge increases in N62C, L271C, S156C and S166C mutants and 
CMMs with suc-AAPF-/?NA as the substrate: Figure 4A: The k cat /K^ for N62C CMMs 
alternate at moderately reduced levels, 1.5- to 3.5-fold lower than WT, which are established by 
the initial mutation to N62C (R=H). Figure 4B: L217C CMMs show steady but lower levels of 
kcat/KM, 4- to 5. 5 -fold lower than WT, which are again established by the initial mutation to 
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